
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Checklist: Helpful Tips to Improve the Efficiency of Your Water Heater 
 
Blog: The 6 Things Homeowners Should Know about Water Heater Replacement in 
Atlanta 
 

Nothing feels better than soaking your aching muscles in warm water. Of course, if your water heater isn’t 
efficient, you may find yourself waiting longer than desired for your hot bath. Try these tips to make sure you 
get the most from your water heater: 

 

• Flush the Tank. If too much sediment builds up at the base of the tank, you may face problems. 
Plumbers recommend that homeowners flush the tank once every six months. You can either flush the 
tank with a garden hose or have a plumber do it as part of a maintenance plan. It may surprise you to 
see all the debris that drains out of the water heater. 

• Install an Anode Rod. You should hang an anode rod inside your water heater. This seemingly benign 
device actually serves a big purpose. It prevents rust from forming inside the tank. Instead, the corrosion 
attaches to the surface of the anode rod. Replace the rod as it gets dirty or at least once every five years. 
This simple tool can double the lifespan of your water heater. 

•  Invest in a Water Softener. Hard water is also hard on your water heater. It leaves behind mineral 
deposits inside the tank. Over time, these deposits may compromise the tank and cause a leak. Have a 
plumber install a water softener to remove these minerals before they destroy your water heater. Soft 
water also makes for more enjoyable showers. 

•  Regulate the Temperature. Your water heater will work best if you set the temperature at 120-degrees 
Fahrenheit. Locate the thermostat and adjust the temperature accordingly. If you have small children, 
you may want to lower the number even more to prevent burns. 

•  Insulate the Tank. If the water inside the tank cools down too fast, your heater will keep turning on to 
rewarm it. You’ll end up using more energy to run the system. To prevent this, wrap the heater in an 
insulation blanket. This added warmth will help keep the water hot, while also improving the efficiency of 
your unit by up to 40 percent. 

•  Inspect the Gas Line. Homeowners with gas-powered water heaters should regularly inspect the 
condition of the gas lines. A professional should repair any cracks or corrosion immediately. Not only will 
this make your water heater more efficient, but it will also reduce the risk of fire. 

•  Schedule Yearly Maintenance. Have a plumber inspect your water heater each year. During this 
appointment, the plumber will clean the tank, check the hoses, and make sure there are no leaks. Annual 
maintenance is the number one way to get the most out of your hot water heater. 

 

 


